2025 Annual Report

To Our Friends and Supporters: We are pleased to share our most
recent financial report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025.
Thanks to the dedication of our staff and the generosity of our
community, Earthplace is well-positioned for our next chapter.

A Year of Transition and Renewal

Our 67™ year brought meaningful change to Earthplace, and we are grateful
for the support that guided us through it. After 12 years of dedicated service,
Executive Director Tony McDowell retired, leaving a strong foundation and
legacy of commitment to our mission. Stepping into this role has been an
honor, and it has been a joy to rejoin a community whose passion for nature
education and environmental stewardship inspires me every day.

Enhancing Our Birds of Prey Program

In spring of 2025, we broke ground on our new falconry barn. This marks
the first phase of a multi-stage plan to improve our Birds of Prey exhibit and
visitor experience. Our resident birds help us teach thousands of visitors
about their vital roles in a healthy ecosystem.

Inspiring Young Learners

Our nature-based Preschool and Summer Camp continue to thrive, offering
children daily opportunities for hands-on discovery. Young learners discover
the forest and wetlands, observe wildlife, and build confidence through
outdoor play. Families often share how their children come home with
muddy boots, big stories, and a deeper appreciation for the natural world—
reminders of how early experiences in nature can spark lifelong curiosity.

Advancing Environmental Science

Harbor Watch remains a cornerstone of our mission, delivering rigorous
water-quality research and high-impact environmental education. Our
scientists and student interns monitor local waterways and collaborate
with municipalities to strengthen our region's commitment to a healthier
watershed.

As we reflect on the year, it's clear that the work happening across

our campus—from caring for our animal ambassadors to advancing
environmental science—has a lasting impact on our community. None of
this would be possible without your partnership. Together, we can ensure
Earthplace continues to inspire wonder, cultivate knowledge, and protect
the natural world we all share.

With appreciation,
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DONORS

Earthplace extends our deepest
gratitude to each and every donor!

Your support makes you a partner in our mission to
cultivate a passion for nature and the environment

within the community through environmental education,
experiences, and action. All gifts listed reflect
contributions from July 1, 2024, to June 30, 2025. We
have taken great care to ensure accuracy and encourage
you to reach out if you notice any errors or omissions.
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JULY 1, 2024 - JUNE 30, 2025

Statement of Financial Activities

Earthplace continues to operate from a position of financial strength, mission focus, and
strategic growth. In fiscal year 2025, Earthplace achieved a 1.85% year-over-year increase

in operating revenue, reflecting steady growth and continued community investment in

our mission. Operating expenses were maintained at a comparable level to the prior year,

demonstrating disciplined financial stewardship and strong organizational management.

Our early childhood education program and summer camp continued to generate
consistent revenue, reinforcing their value and demand with the community. Harbor
Watch advanced its regional leadership through expanded fee-for-service partnerships,

collaborating on critical environmental data collection projects that protect our waterways.

Mission delivery remains the core of our work. In FY 2025, 81% of our $3.9 million
operating budget was invested directly into programs. We are deeply thankful for your
partnership in this work.
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Earthplace By The Numbers

Trails & Grounds Nature Programs

1%t BioBlitz event at Earthplace, where in 24 hours: 15,000 nature lovers joined our programs and events

400* intern hours devoted to education programs and
conservation projects

+ 783 observations recorded on iNaturalist

* 330 unique species identified 12 new sugarmakers-in-training got hands-on

1 forest management plan in progress experience tapping maple trees

Animal Hall Summer Camp
202 visitors voted to name Dandelion the Guinea Pig 412 campers joined us for summer adventures
19 teen volunteers assisted in Animal Hall 88 thrilling trips down the slip-n-slide

9 bird cages demolished to make way for state-of-the- 34 slippery frogs caught and released at the pond
art enclosures in 2026!

Harbor Watch Preschool

1,996 water samples processed for bacterial analysis 2,560 snack pouches kept out of landfills thanks to our
TerraCycle recycling efforts
19 waterways monitored across 12 towns
1,280 books read during Story Time
4* miles of fishing line recycled, repurposed, or
properly disposed of 70* hours of learning under open skies

2 scientific papers published, sharing our findings with 56 classroom dance parties brought joy and movement
the world to our days

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

ANCA CT Botanical Society Northeastern University Town of Fairfield
Audubon Connecticut CT Butterfly Association Odyssey Preschool Town of New Canaan
Aspetuck Land Trust Earth Animal Pootatuck Watershed Town of Ridgefield
Builders Beyond Borders Extreme Terrain Association Town of Westport
Burt's Bees Greater Good Greens Farms Garden Club Save the Sound Town of Wilton
Foundation Interstate Environmental Sacred Heart University Westport Rotary Club
City of Bridgeport Commission Service League of Boys Westport Garden Club
City of Norwalk John Waski (SLOBs) Westport Shellfish Commission
City of Stamford MKTG Sports + Entertainment The Maritime Aquarium at Yale Peabody Museum
COEEA National Charity League Norwalk

For more information on what's going on at Earthplace, visit earthplace.org.
Earthplace is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that relies on the generosity of its supporters and members.





