
Spring 2022

Earthplace

Earthplace is a 501(c)(3) organization. Tax ID#: 06-0740523

Where Science,  
Conservation, 
and Education Meet

Recently thawed wood frogs mating in the pond. 



One thing that we’re learning from the war in Ukraine is that social media can shape 
opinions quickly with impressive power and reach. Images of courage and human 
suffering in Ukraine helped to swiftly unify western nations around a shared moral 
imperative. When I reflect on this heartbreaking story of human tragedy, I can’t help 
but wonder why the world continues to waver (at best) on a shared response to climate 
change when so much human suffering will result. 

Time matters. In our fall newsletter, I suggested ways to frame the climate conversation, 
including: “offer hope not fear,” and “sell the summit, not the climb.” What I may have 
been missing is how to express the urgency of the moral quandary that climate change 
presents. Environmental scientists implore us that the time to act is now, but the suffering 
and ecological damage will unwind over future decades. It’s a heady test for humankind 
in our lifetime—you and me: the boomers, Gen X, Y, and Zed. 

Protect what you cherish. Today, we see the world is responding to a crisis with 
cooperation, needed resources, open hearts and quick decisions. In contrast, the peril of 
climate change grows from inaction. Thousands of plant and animal species are quietly 
going extinct, out of our sight except to scientists who themselves are growing weary of 
publishing facts that don’t precipitate actions.

Pivot from conflict to cooperation. To protect nature and life as we know it for future 
generations, we need high levels of mutual understanding and urgency. We need a new 
epoch when wars and suffering fueled by petrodollars go extinct and when business and 
scientific leaders help build political pathways to binding agreements. The good news is 
public opinion is turning and many business leaders and forward-thinking municipalities 
have transitioned away from ‘’green washing’’ to real plans for a carbon neutral future. 
There is still time to generate cooperation and minimize suffering and to do the right 
thing for future generations.

Hope springs eternal. As suggested in the poem An Essay on Man by Alexander Pope, 
despite long odds, people always hope for the best, even in the face of adversity. I’ve 
often said, “Hope is not a strategy,” but this springtime, maybe boisterous hope and 
cooperation are the best strategies to a peaceful and more sustainable future. 

See you on the mountain top!

A letter from the Executive Director 

Moral Imperative vs. Moral Quandary
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We are thrilled to announce that  
Earthplace has been awarded a grant 
through CT Humanities (CTH). CTH works 
to raise awareness about the many 
ways culture is vital to the health and 
well-being of the people of Connecticut 
and will afford us the support for new 
opportunities to engage our community. 

The funding will enable us to accelerate 
our programs, improve visitor experi-
ences, and enable us to reach more 
underserved communities with nature 
and science programming. 

Here are some exciting things we are 
planning with the funds:

• Hire new nature education staff to  
expand our reach

• Add Wi-Fi to our outdoor event spaces

• Increase our scholarships for  
Bridgeport schools

• Build a new outdoor enclosure for our  
indoor birds

• Improving the visitor experience in  

Natureplace (stay tuned!)

We are so grateful for the support!

Devan, Sarah, Nikki, Kasey, & Mary

A letter from the Executive Director 

at Earthplace

With the first warm days of the year finally creeping into 
our weather forecasts, the Harbor Watch team is looking 
forward to SUMMER! The “field season” is Harbor Watch’s 
favorite, not only because of the weather but because of all 
of the great science that comes along with it.

We are excited to welcome five local undergraduate 
students to the team this year, with two focusing on  
sewage pollution, two on harbor monitoring, and one  
on coastal ecosystem restoration work. 

We are also thrilled to be bringing back our high school 
student programs aboard our boat, the RV Annie, for the 
first time since 2019. This May we will kick off our second 
year of fieldwork for our collaborative salt marsh inves-
tigation, so the team will be appropriately muddy to kick 
off the season. And then we will ramp up our monitoring 
work of 19 rivers in 13 towns and our sewage pollution 
track-down with our municipal partners – our bread and 
butter! We can’t wait to share our findings with you in the 
months to come.

Earthplace receives grant from  

To find out more about CT Humanities go to: cthumanities.org

RV Annie

“We are excited 
to have recieved 
this grant! This new 
funding allows 
us to broaden our 
reach and touch 
more lives.” 

 
Becky Newman,  
Director of Nature Programs

for Nature Programs



New Animals Ambassadors
We are delighted to introduce our newest Animal Hall 
residents! These new animal ambassadors will teach 
our visitors about their unique traits, habitats, and the 
importance of each species in the ecosystem.

Please welcome:

• Dutchess 
Great Horned Owl

• Freckle  
Screech Owl 

• Lotus 
Diamond Black Terrapin

• Quinnipeg 
African Pygmy Hedgehog

• S’more & Latte 
Two Guinea Pigs 

Both new owls unfortunately suffered injuries that 
prevents them from being released back into the wild. 
You can find Freckle inside Animal Hall and Dutchess 
can be found outside in the Birds of Prey area.

Lotus, Quinnipeg, S’more and Latte were all pets in 
need of new homes. Make sure you stop by Animal 
Hall and say hello!

The early spring sunshine has triggered a rapid cascade of 
changes in the Earthplace sanctuary. No matter which trail you 
choose to explore, you are bound to notice changes in the last 
week.

On the meadow grass trail, you can look up at the branches 
of a mature red maple and see clusters of small red flowers. 
Look down, and you will notice the showy petals of purple 
crocuses, yellow daffodils, and white snowdrops.

The closer you wander to the wetlands, the more likely you are 
to see the green and pink speckled leaves of the smelly skunk 
cabbage poking out of the ground. Below the plants’ roots, 
you’ll find wriggling earthworms who have returned to the top 
layer of soil after waiting out the winter in burrows far below the 
frost layer.

The increasing sunlight, easier access to worms, and the 
promise of berries and bugs have lured groups of nomadic 
robins back to the north to join the clusters that remained 
throughout the winter months. They will soon be joined 
by more migrating birds, such as the elusive warblers, the 
wetland-loving red-winged blackbirds, the flashy Baltimore 
orioles, and the American woodcock, who will take over the 
worm-digging in the grass once evening falls.

Look up to the sky and you might see a flash of rusty feathers 
as a red-tailed hawk swoops by with long pieces of grass in 
its beak. The hawk may be busy building a new nest with their 
mate or simply sprucing up an old nest used the previous 
spring. By the end of March, many red-tailed hawk pairs will 
have up to four eggs that they will take turns incubating for 
about four weeks. When they hatch, the young hawks will 
have to eat plenty of rodents to catch up to the young great 
horned owls and barred owls, who hatched late in the winter 
and may still be heard calling at dusk.

Stand on almost any trail near the pond and wetlands and 
you will hear another chorus rising up to meet you. The spring 
peepers are back from their wintering spots under the mud, 
and each individual peep made by these small frogs joins 
together to sound like ringing sleigh bells from a distance. 
They will soon be joined by a number of wood frogs, and the 
chorus of peeps will be rounded out by the wood frogs’ duck-
like cackling.

Come and explore the sanctuary to enjoy these early spring 
days, be sure to stop, look and listen for signs that spring is 
officially here, and even warmer days are on the way!

An update from our naturalists

purple crocuses

red-tailed hawk



Turning Over a New Leaf...
Earthplace preschool is feeling renewed and 
refreshed with the first few days of spring. The past 
few years have been hard for all of us, Earthplace 
Preschool included. Changes in our policies and 
procedures reflect a shift from the pandemic to 
endemic phase. With this change comes a sense of 
“normalcy” that is returning to the classroom.  
Earthplace preschool has invited back both gym  
and music class and hopes to reinstate weekly animal 
programs soon. Smiling faces abound as Earthplace 
preschoolers skip into their classrooms with a fresh 
vigor and excitement for the changing season. 

Looking to the future, Earthplace Preschool is gearing 
up for The Week of the Young Child. This nationally 
honored week celebrates early learning, young 
children, their teachers, families, and communities. 
Each day of The Week of the Young Child has a 

designated fun activity like Music Monday, Tasty 
Tuesday, and Wacky Wednesday. We can’t wait! As a 
preschool community we know these early childhood 
experiences help to foster a lifelong love of learning.

A Toast 
to the Trees 

Sat. April 30th 4-6pm 

Trail Walk | Beer Tastings  

Campfire | Kids Crafts 

Dough Girls Pizza | S’mores 

$25/adults, $10/kids
scan to buy tickets

Art Show and Sale to benefit  
Earthplace and Harbor Watch 

Thurs. April 28th - Sat. April 30th

Art Show & Sale:
Fri. April 29th 9am-9pm 
Sat. April 30th 9am-7pm 

Opening Reception:
Thurs. April 28th 5-9pm 

Meet the artists, sip wine,  
and enjoy canapés. $15/pp

scan to buy tickets

Join us Arbor Day weekend!
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Save the date! 

Cocktails  
& Clams

at norm blooms 
Saturday, June 11th 5-7pm 

harborwatch.org 

Introducing... 

Nature 
Photographer  

of the Year  
competition

Do you think you have what 
it takes to be the inagural 

Earthplace Nature  
Photographer of the Year? 

Starting Earth Day 2022.  
Visit earthplace.org for details


