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The splendor of autumn in the Earthplace wildflife sanctuary 



Since Al Gore launched the film An Inconvenient Truth in 2006 about global 
warming, we have slowly learned through trial and error how best to address the 
subject. The presenting concept has now been replaced by Climate Change, and 
the forewarned effects are happening right in front of us. So how do we talk about 
it, especially with those who feel powerless or ambivalent?  

1. Offer hope not fear. Fear certainly gets people’s attention, but hope keeps 
it. Tell the truth, including the fact that we’ve built an amazingly dynamic and 
prosperous economy on the back of fossil fuels, but the earth can absorb only 
so much damage. After 100+ years, it’s time for transformation, but we’re in this 
together, and we have the smarts to fix it.
 
2. Talk values, not science speak. The science is clear, and we need to follow the 
science, but not in a way that takes the conversation out of human context. This 
issue is about fairness. We need to make hard choices now so our children and 
grandchildren inherit a healthy planet that is both prosperous and much more 
equitable.  
 
3. Sell the summit, not the climb. If we’re honest about this challenge and act 
now, just imagine what the future could be like: a world where kids ride bikes 
breathing fresh air without masks; the skies and waterways are clear and clean; 
asthma rates are way down; highway traffic doesn’t rubber band, its smooth—a 
soft hum of EV’s whizzing by.

If there was a fourth conversation tip, it would be to listen, and offer constructive 
answers built on easy to understand sustainability concepts. That is where 
Earthplace and Sustainable Westport can play educational roles, complete with a 
roadmap to a more sustainable future. 

See you on the mountain top,
Last thought:

maybe these 
conversation ideas 
also work with  
those awkward  
COVID talks?
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The Harbor Watch summer water quality monitoring 
season is getting close to wrapping up, with our team 
out each week conducting pollution track-down 
across the county, baseline water quality monitoring 
of 14 rivers, a fish study, harbor monitoring, and many 
other projects along our coastline. Our annual data 
reports will be released in December.

Work also continues on our coastal research project 
with scientists from The Maritime Aquarium at 
Norwalk and Northeastern University to study how 
we can improve restoration of our local salt marshes 
here in Connecticut. Thank you to Connecticut Sea 
Grant for funding this important research! 

Later this month, we are excited to kick off our fall 
education programs. Stay tuned for details about our 
year-end student symposium, which we are hoping 
to hold in person if safety conditions allow. All Harbor Pete with interns

letter from the Executive Director 

at Earthplace

Watch education programs 
are FREE to any student 
who wants to participate, 
thanks to our generous 
education supporters 
including a donor-advised 
fund at Fairfield County’s 
Community Foundation, 
the Long Island Sound 
Stewardship Fund, the 
Long Island Sound Futures 
Fund, the Elizabeth  
Raymond Ambler Trust, 
and the New Canaan  
Community Foundation! 

Finally, we want to share 
that our own Pete Fraboni, 
who has been part of the 
Earthplace family for over 
40 years, will be retiring 
at the end of 2021. We are 
profoundly grateful to Pete 
for the innumerable ways 
that he has shaped Harbor 
Watch since helping to 
found the program in 1986. 
We wish him all of the best 
in his retirement, but we 
will miss him terribly here! 
From the bottom of our 
hearts, Pete, thank you!

Team Harbor Watch in the salt marshes collecting data

We did itThank 

you!

Thank 
you!

Animal Hall Matching Gift Fundraiser  

thanks to all of you.

Thank you to our friends, donors and supporters, we 
reached our goal and raised crucial funds for our 

friends in Animal Hall. Each one plays a crucial role 
in teaching our visitors about their unique role in the 

ecosystem. We appreciate your support!
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AROUND  

THE  

SANCTUARY



Letterboxes! 
What is letterboxing, you ask. 
Well, letterboxing is an outdoor 
scavenger hunt. Letterbox seekers 
follow a list of clues to find boxes 
stashed along trails. Inside these 
boxes are a notebook, pencil, 
stamp pad, and a stamp. When the 
box is found, letterboxers stamp 
their discoveries in a personal 
journal, then use their own rubber 
stamp, called a signature stamp, to 
stamp into the letterbox’s logbook. 

The Swamp Loop trail in the 
Earthplace wildlife sanctuary is 
home to five hidden letterboxes. 
The clues can be downloaded 
from our website under the Our 
Sanctuary page and for the month 
of October the first three families 
to complete our letterboxing 
challenging will win a brand new 
Earthplace Waterbottle! 

Bring your completed journal to  
our Visitor Services desk to claim 
your reward. 
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Fall is an excellent time for bird watching, as seasonal 
migrations provide opportunities to see species that only 
briefly pass through our area on their long journeys.

If you are a birder or enjoy watching wildlife, be sure to visit 
our new bird blind located in our Goldenrod Meadow. A 
bird blind is a shelter that is camouflaged to allow people 
to view birds at close range. Hunters created the original 
concept of the blind, but it is also used by birders and 
nature-lovers to observe wildlife without disturbing them. 

The bird blind has small openings for you to peer through 
as well as binoculars so you may hone in on any animals 
in the trees and meadow behind the blind. You will find 
pictures of birds you may see and a guide with their calls 
and identification tips to inspire you to look for a certain 
species. You can also share your sightings with fellow bird 
lovers who visit the blind by recording which species you 
happened to spot during your time there. Happy birding!

NEW Bird Blind: Your local bird-watching station
 

Complete 
our letterbox 
challenge to 
win me! 

A Warm Welcome To
New Animal Hall Members
We are excited to welcome several new scaly, furry, 
and feathered friends to Animal Hall. Since the spring, 
we have added the following animals to our ranks of 
animal ambassadors:

• Artemis 
A red-tailed hawk

• Quilliam  
An African  
pygmy hedgehog

• Gorgonzola 
A blue-tongued skink

• Sir Knottingham 
A Virginia opossum  

Our new red-tailed hawk, Artemis is considered 
non-releasable due to a wing injury, while the skink 
and hedgehog were pets in need of new permanent 
homes. The opossum was an orphaned baby due 
to tail deformity can not be released. We are happy 
to be able to provide homes for these new animal 
ambassadors so we may teach the public about their 
species and inspire a deeper appreciation for nature 
and animals. 



Earthplace Festival 
Sunday, Oct. 3, 10am-3pm, $10 kids & $5 adults  
No presale tickets, please purchase tickets at the event.

The Earthplace Festival includes outdoor fun for the 
whole family with food trucks, a climbing wall, critter 
encounters, hay rides, pumpkin bowling, a corn pool 
plus many more fun activities. 

Join us for our Festival Weekend  
on October 2nd & 3rd!

Thank you  
to our 
Presenting 
Sponsors:

 We are beyond excited to welcome you back for our biggest weekend 
of the year! We kick off on Saturday night with the Woodside Bash, our 
adults only party under the stars, including a harvest dinner and an open 
bar, live music (we have the same great band, Pimpinella, returning for 
the 3rd time!) and last but not least the mechanical bull. 

Woodside Bash
Saturday, Oct. 2, 7-10pm, $125 per person

Tickets on sale now at  
earthplace.org (or the QR CODE  
to the left) 

Hurry tickets go FAST!

OH, What a 
summer! 
Earthplace has completed another amazing Summer Camp 
season.  We welcomed over 370 campers during the 10 
weeks of camp camp from 2 years old to 6th graders! Come 
rain or shine campers enjoyed walking the trails, climbing, 
trees, and searching under logs for critters among other 
adventures. Registration was at capacity for all 10 sessions 
so plan early for next year! 
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A Call for Memberships 

With an Earthplace membership you receive all kinds of 

exciting benefits and you support our mission to build a 

passion and respect for the natural world. 

It’s a win-win. 

Contact us for more information: 

• Visit: earthplace.org/get-involved/become-member

• Call: 203.557.4400 

• Email: members@earthplace.org

Our town is fortunate to have a nature center,   
and community support is what makes it possible.

Woodside Bash &  
Earthplace Fall Festival

October 2 & 3, 2021

10 Woodside Lane  

Westport, CT 06880

earthplace.org 


