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The Solace. 

At the heart of Earthplace is access 
to nature for all. While still hunkered 
down in early May, we noticed the 
Earthplace trails were busier than 
ever—not in an unsafe way, but as a 
result of our community’s common 
desire for exercise and solitude. 
With few staff present, walks were 
self-guided, seasoned by the story of 
ecosystems told through the lens of 
our naturalists on 11 interpretive signs. 
Many of the walkers had never been 
to Earthplace before, or not in many 
years—a common refrain of  
Earthplace visitors. When I joined 
eight years ago, I was told we were 
a “hidden gem” which I took as a chal-
lenge. Today, I relish that description. 
Nature itself is a hidden gem, hiding 
often in plain sight, waiting to be 
discovered. It offers an untrammeled 
view of the world and an opportunity 
to unplug from the noise and rancor 
of our time. We are delighted to wel-
come so many new faces these past 
months, but shhh… don’t tell everyone 
about our little 62-acre gem. ☺

The Power.

Our town and country is experiencing 
the incredible power of nature. I think 
we can now lose the term “100 year 
events” and simply call them climate 
fires, storms and floods. Global 
climate change has edged from pre-
diction to consequences in less than 
a generation. Today, environmental 
and health scientists are the most 
important voices in the room, but their 
message needs amplification and 
understanding. Their solutions can be 
simplified—wear masks, reduce CO2 
emissions—but context is everything. 

The Educator.

At Earthplace we have upped our 
game, embracing health and safety, 
finding ways to be greener and 
more resilient, more equitable and 
educating ourselves and others. 
Harbor Watch has been in the field 
all summer, our summer camp was a 
huge success and we are increasing 
our collaboration with community 
partners: Sustainable Westport, The 
Aspetuck Land Trust, the Westport 
Library among others. Nature, as 
quiet and powerful as she is, can also 
be a valuable partner in changing 
hearts and minds.

Tony McDowell

See you on the trails,
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ACCESS TO NATURE 

Looking back on the past six months, it’s hard not to discuss the 
three huge convergent issues of the times: COVID-19, social and 
racial injustice and climate change. All dramatically impact our social, 
economic and environmental sustainability, and all are complex 
issues to address for any organization, including Earthplace. In this 
changing world, we rely on our values, and focus on anecdotes to 
these global stresses and the solutions we can achieve together, as 
Earthplace staff and our widening community. 

Nature itself is a hidden 
gem, hiding often in plain 
sight, waiting to be  
discovered. It offers an 
untrammeled view of the 
world and an opportunity 
to unplug from the noise 
and rancor of our time.
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See you on the trails,

This has been a year like no other for the Harbor Watch team. Despite the “new normal” and challenges 
that 2020 has brought, we have made great progress in our goals to improve water quality and 
ecosystem health in Connecticut! As the water quality research program of Earthplace, our team 
works to protect and restore rivers, streams and harbors across Fairfield County. With new safety 
precautions in place, our river monitoring teams collected samples biweekly at 104 sites across 12 
rivers in 15 different towns this summer. We also continued our harbor monitoring and fish studies, 
as well as working with partners from around Long Island Sound on programs like the Unified Water 
Study, generating important datasets for the protection of our local harbors and the Sound. 

The biggest change for Harbor Watch this year unfortunately was the necessity to significantly scale 
back our popular education programs. We greatly miss having the lab and boat full of students and 
volunteers! However, we are excited to share that we are launching a new “hybrid” internship program 
for high school students this fall. We can’t wait to teach more local students about water quality, even if 
we do have to see them from the other side of a computer screen or at a greater distance than we are 
used to. 

With more people spending time close to home and enjoying time outdoors in our own neighbor-
hoods, this year has driven home for so many of us the importance of nature, and especially the health 
of the ecosystems in our own communities. We remain committed to keeping our local waterways 
and Long Island Sound clean and healthy for both people and the environment. Thank you to all 
of our volunteers and supporters who have made our work possible during this challenging time. 
We’ll see you on the water!

A Note From Our Naturalist 
Fall is the time for tree work! During 
springtime Earthplace receives nu-
merous phone calls about orphaned 
wildlife: birds, squirrels, raccoons and 
the occasional opossum. A good portion 
of these animals have been orphaned 
by someone doing spring tree work.

Trees provide cavity nesters like blue-
birds, owls, squirrels and raccoons a 
place to raise their young. Most of our 
local wildlife give birth and lay eggs in 
the spring and summer (some squir-
rels and owls as early as February). 

In addition, tree branches provide cover 
for a variety of animals, including birds 
that build nests.

To avoid orphaning wildlife, consider 
changing the time of year you have tree 
work done. This doesn’t include safety 
hazards—if you have a dangling branch 
or other potentially dangerous issue 
with a tree, get it removed as soon as 
possible. For general pruning or remov-
al, please consider our wildlife and wait 
until fall. It’s safer for the wildlife that we 
share this world with.

If you do come across an orphaned  
or injured wild animal, check the DEEP 
website for a local wildlife rehabber who 
can help. Please remember that wildlife 
rehabbers are volunteers who spend 
time and money on helping the animals 
they raise. It is helpful to them if you can 
transport the animal to them, and if  
you can donate toward the  
animal’s care.

The DEEP website:  
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP

SUMMER CAMP SUCCESS!
Our experiences with COVID-19 have taught us to think differently about our  
program and to adapt to the changes in our environment. With weeks of planning,  
collaborating and consultation with experts, we were able to develop a 10-week 
summer program that lived up to our brand and to the health and safety needs of 
the families we serve. During the summer of 2020, we learned how to streamline 
our staffing plan and how to operate safely during a pandemic. Children from age 4 
months to 12 years enjoyed much-needed social interactions and time outdoors.  

As one parent remarked, “I am forever grateful that Earthplace was able to make 
summer camp happen safely without compromising programming. This was our 
eighth summer at Earthplace and the program did not disappoint. A big thank you to 
all the staff members of Earthplace, once again for going beyond my expectations."

Please note that Earthplace does not take in animals for rehabilitation & cannot transport them to a rehabber for you.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SOME OUTDOOR FUN!
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Story time
Monday–Friday, 10:30 am  

through December 

Join us for an animal-themed story 
and encounter with an Animal 

Hall resident. For children age 5 
and under. Weather dependent 
and masks are required for all 

participants over 2.  
Free for members,  

$5 donation for non-members

bird of preyfeeding 

Monday–Friday, 11 am  
Saturday 1 pm 

through December

Join us as we feed our Birds of 
Prey. Learn about their diet, 

behaviors and how we care for 
these magnificent birds. Masks 

required for all participants over 2. 
Free for members,  

$5 donation for non-members

At Earthplace we envision a community where conscious regard  
for the natural world guides individual action. 

Visit earthplace.org for more information for these and other upcoming events

Please recycle this newsletter
Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper 

birds of prey feeding Winged wonders
1st Sunday of every month  

1 pm

Through this bird-on-glove 
demonstration you will learn all 
about our magnificent raptors. 

Naturalists will discuss the animals’ 
traits, behaviors and unique 

characteristics.
Free for members,  

$5 donation for non-members




