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What I’ve Learned
At Work

More Intensity. I recently learned 
that for every 1.8 degree Fahrenheit 
of temperature rise, the amount of 
moisture in the atmosphere can 
rise by 7 percent. This helps to 
understand why micro bursts, heavy 

occurring with greater frequency 
and intensity. It might be a good 
time to consider larger gutters and 
rain gardens in drainage areas.  

Old Natives. Plant diversity, 
especially native species, provides 

and bird populations—the important 
2019 is 

the “Year of the Pollinator” in 
Westport — a good time to rebuild 
neighborhood pathways for 
native pollinators.

New Normal. With warmer waters 
and the increasing threat of sea 
level rise, we need our coastal 

storms. One upcoming science 
study by Harbor Watch at 
Earthplace will test if plants 

shoreline fare better on the 
Connecticut shore compared to the 
rest of New England.

Acid Reigns. Due primarily to 
burning fossil fuels, and increasing 
atmospheric carbon dioxide, our 
seas (and swimming pools) have 
become more acidic. In the ocean, 

treat our pool water, the living 
ecosytems in the oceans may be 
changed forever. 

Leave Leaves. Leaf litter is a natural 
fertilizer and protective ecosystem 
for a variety of animals.  

We were sad to hear that 
Earthplace friend and 
prominent sculptor, 
Friedman, passed away 
this past May, but she left 
us a living legacy for 
visitors to enjoy well into 
the future. 

Residing in Westport for 67 

of a dancer gracefully 
positioned on an orb, not 

This sculpture is on 
permanent display in the 
Earthplace Courtyard 
Garden. Special thanks to 
the Friedman family for 
making this gift possible.

Helen Garten, Chair | Kerry Fitzgerald, Vice President | Treasurer

Earthplace is being exposed to new 
ideas for sustainable living. 

Life on the Edge. The “ecotone” is 
where life happens. These are the 
transitional areas between forest and 

estuary between river and ocean. It’s 
where small mammals, turtles, birds, 
and insects move through and around 

now more protective of the messy, 
but valuable, edges in my yard.

No Gas Needed. Leaf blowers may 

use, especially for us meticulous 
types, but if they’re powered by a 

they’re bad for human health. 
Relentlessly loud and dirty, they also 
produce category 5 hurricanes for our 
ground insect populations. Earthplace 
now uses a battery powered leaf 

are much quieter and lighter. The 
same goes for my home 
garden equipment.

Salamanders, shrews, box turtles, 
millipedes, and other wildlife utilize 

survive the winter. If we choose to 
leave

the leaves on the edges for 
important habitat. 

We invite you to share your ideas, 
and join us as we explore nature and 
our changing world.  

See you on the trails!

Tony McDowell
Executive Director



We are acutely aware that what happens on land doesn’t 
always stay on land. The way that we manage our own 
lawns, homes, and even the Earthplace property, can 
demonstrably impact water quality in the greater Long 
Island Sound watershed.

This spring, Harbor Watch teamed up with our naturalist 

exploring the impact of tree removal and deer over 
grazing (two things we see a lot of in our local 
communities) on the health of local ecosystems. We are  
focusing on nutrients, invasive species, and other 
landscape issues to better protect our open space 
sanctuary and to help guide local residents manage their 

water for everyone in our community. Stay tuned for 
preliminary results and for opportunities to 
get involved.

CHANGING LIVES — SERVING THE UNDERSERVED
School has started but memories of summer camp are kept alive through 
photos and stories. With over 800 campers of all ages, we had one of our 
busiest summers. We are especially proud of the number of camperships 
we were able to provide to families who needed assistance. 

catching and holding frogs, canoeing and splashing for fun or having a 

with special needs children, also developed patience and sensitivity — 
skills that are necessary in any workplace. Through donor generosity, we 

(see cover photo)

Each September, bird watchers are treated 

Hawk Watch is a national community 
science program that relies on the data 
gathered by volunteers. There are many 
sites to watch from in Connecticut: the 

hawkwatch.org/participate/go-hawkwatching
 

WHY ARE HAWKS IMPORTANT?

Hawks are apex predators, which means 

population numbers can provide a 

the environment.

Photo taken by Jaime Bairaktaris



travels 2,500 to 3,000 miles
more challenging as time goes on. The monarch is what we refer to as a “specialist”. Without 

type of plant that these caterpillars can consume, and those plants lie in the genus, Asclepius. 

common milkweed (Asclepius syriaca), 
 (Asclepius tuberosa), and swamp milkweed (Asclepius incarnata

adult), and the level of toxicity in their leaves (food for the caterpillar) are uniquely suited to our 
famous visitors.

FOCUS ON FALL MIGRATION

Fun Fact: the toxicity of the leaves that the caterpillars eat builds up in their systems, so that as adults, 

Wondering where you can buy native plants? Here are two Connecticut nurseries:

• Earth Tones Native Nursery, Woodbury, CT: www.earthtonesnatives.com

• : www.anativeplantnursery.com

Fall Gardens: Add Some Color
Chrysanthemums are ubiquitous sights in front yards this time of 

these splendid, native plants:

These plants are host plants for 
115 

of Lepidoptera (the order which includes 

• Bottle Gentian, Gentiana clausa: 

• Calico Aster, : 

• Gray Goldenrod, Solidago nemoralis: 
brilliant yellow blooms beloved by many pollinators
• Blue Mist Flower, Conoclinium coelestinum: 

• New England Aster, Symphyotrichum novae-angliae: 

• Wrinkleleaf Goldenrod, Solidago rugosa: 

• Common Boneset, Eupatorium perfoliatum: 

• American Witch Hazel, Hammamelis virginiana: 

season pollinators to enjoy.



Join us under the stars for a night of fun with a 
harvest dinner, open bar, haunted trail, and 

County’s favorite band, Pimpinella
biggest event of the year and a great chance to 

of nature and the environment. This is an adult 
only event. earthplace.org

outdoor fun 

wall, apple slingshot, corn pool, hay rides, 

celebration of autumn brings smiles 
all around. Tickets will be available at the 

event. The funds raised will support our 
outreach programs, scholarships, and 

our animals.

When our longtime provider of food for our 

to continue to donate the necessary food supply 

provide the needed nutritional diet to our owls, 

the wild due to injury and the birds have found 
permanent sanctuary here at Earthplace. The 
birds provide an up close experience to 

thousands of visitors as 
part of our educational 
programs. Through a 
special campaign, and 
with the help of local 
blogger Dan Woog, we 
reached our goal in 

were delighted with the outpouring of support 

Moody and Marble and all our raptors thank you 
from the bottom of their tail feathers. 
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At Earthplace we envision a community where conscious regard  
for the natural world guides individual action. 

Visit earthplace.org for more information for these & other upcoming events
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Make a fun wreath for the birds! 
Using native grasses, seedheads, 
and pinecones, create a work of 

art that also feeds our 
feathered friends!

 

 Bring the family and join local 
expert and avid outdoorsman Joe 

Debone for the annual Turkey 
Walk and Talk. His wild turkey 

hen calls are guaranteed to bring 
the turkeys out of hiding.

Enjoy a beautiful evening under 
the stars with craft cocktails, a 

haunted trail, harvest dinner, live 

On Sunday, bring the whole 
family for a day of nature-based 

exploration & fun with food 
trucks, live music, & more.
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